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dn ADDRESS to the PEOPLE of GREAT BRITAIN. 
By R. Watson, Lorp BisHop of LANDAFF. 


[ Extracted from a Pamphlet fo entitled, juft publifhed.} 


My Fellow Countrymen, 
“HE fentiments which I hhall, in this addrefs, take the 
liberty of ftating to you on fome interefting points, will, 
I hope, meet with your candid attention ; if not from their 
worth, from the confideration that they are the fentiments of 
an independent man. Iam neither the friend nor enemy of 
any partyin the ftate; and am fo far an impracticable man, 
that, on public queftions of importance, | will follow the 
dictates of my own individual judgment. No favour which 
I could receive from this, or from any Adminiftration, would 
induce me to fupport meafures which I difliked; nor will any 
neglect [ may experience impel me to oppofe meafures which 
I approve. 
A new fyftem of finance has this year been introduced ; and 
I fairly own it has my approbation as far as it goes. It has 
given great difcontent to many 3 but it has given none to me, 
I lament, as every man mutt do, the neceflity of impofing fo 
heavy a burden on the community ; and, with a family of 
eight children, I fhall feel its preflure as much as moft men: 
But [ am fo far from cenfuring the Minifter for having done 
fo much, that I fincerely wifh he had done a great deal more. 
In the prefent fituation of Great Britain, and of Europe, 
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palliatives are of no sfe, half-meafures cannot fave us. Inflead 
of calling for attenth of a man’s income, I wifh the Minitter 
had called for a tenth, or for fuch other portion of every man’s 
whole property, as would have enabled him not merely to make 
a temporary provifion for the war, but to have paid off, in a 
few years, the whole, or the greateft part of the national 
debt. 

A million a year has been wifely fet apart for the reduction 
of the debt; and, had we continued at peace, its operation 
would have been beneficially felt in a few years: But, in our 
prefent circumftances, and with an expectation of the ree 
currency of warat fhort periovs, it is not one, two, or three 
millions a-year, that can preferve us from bankruptcy. We 
had better ftruggle to effe& the extinction of the debt in five 
years than in fifty, though our exertion during the fhorter 
period fhould be proportionably greater. 

A nation is but a colle€ticn ct individuals united into one 
body for mutual! benefit; and a national debt is a debt belong 
ing to every individual, in proportion to the property he 
pofleffes ; and every individual may be juftly called upon for 
his quota toward the liquidation of it. No man, reiativcly 
Speaking, will be either richer or poorer by this payment being 
generally made ; for riches and poverty are relative terms : 
And when al} the members of a community are proportionably 
reduced, the relation between the individuals as to the guantum 
of each man’s property remaining unaltered, the tdividuals 
themielyes will feel no elevation or depreffion in the feale of 
fociety. When all the foundations of a great building fink 
uniformly, the {ymmetry of the parts is not injured ; the pref- 
fureoneach member remains as it was—no rupture is made: 
“The building will not be fo lofty, but it may ftand on a better 
bottom, Itdoes not require an oracle to inform us, (though 
an oracle has faid it,) that riches have been the ruin of every 
country ; they banifhthe fimplicity of manners, they corrupt 
the morals of a people, and they invite invaders. If we pay 
the national debt, we may not live quite fo luxurioufly as we 
have done; but this change will be no detriment either to our 
Virtue as men, or to our fatety as members of focicty. 

Iconfiderthe property of men united in fociety fo far to 
belong tothe ftate, that any portion:.f it may be juitly cailed 
for by the legiflature, for the promotion of the common 
good; and it is then moft equitably called for, when all 
individuals poflefling property of any kind, contribute in pro- 
portion to their pofieflicns. ‘Thisis a principle fo obvioufly 
jut, 
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juft, that icis attended to as much as poflible in every fcheme 
of finance; and it would be the univerfal rule of taxation in 
every country, could the property of individuals be exactly 
afcertained, Much objection is made to the obliging men to 
difcover the amount of their property; but I have never heard 
fufficient reafon in fupport of the objection. I can fee a reafon 
why merchants, tradelmen, money-jobbers, who deal in large 
fpeculations on credit, and without an adequate capital, thould 
be unwilling to difclofe their property; but Ido not fo clearly 
fee what mifchief would arife tothe community if they were 
obliged to do it. 

The value of every man’s landed property is eafily knowns 
the value of hs monied property in the funds is knewa; and 
his monied property on mortgages and bonds might as eafily 
be known, if anactof Parliament were pafled, rendering no 

bond legai which was not regiftered, The 
in afcertaining the value of ftock 


mortgage of 
greatelt dificuity would be 
intrade: But a jury of nei; 
probity of m is an 
character which generally 
fettle that point. 

I have lately converfed with a variety of men in different 
flation's, and in different parts of the kingdom, and have 
fcarcely met with one among the landed gentry, and with none 
among the manufacturers, tradeimen, farmers, and artificers of 
the country, who has not declared that he had much rather pay 
his portion of the principal of the national debt, than be 
harrafled with the taxes deftined for the payment of the intereft 
of it. This is true patriotifm aad good fenle; and were we 
in our prefent circumitances to difcharge the whole, or the 
greateft part of the national debt, all Europe would admire our 
magnanimity ; and France herfelf would tremble at the idea 
of fubjugating fo digh-{pirited a people. 

The Miniter, L am periuaded, is too enlightened not to 
have confidered this fudject; and objedions may have oc- 
curred to him, which have not occurred to me. 1 have 
ventured to ftate it for general confideration, that it may not be 
quite new, if we fhould at length be compelied to have ree 
Courfe to fuch anexpedient. There would be fome difficulty 
in afcertaining every man’s property ; but where there is a 
willing mind to remove difficulties, they are fcldom infure 
mountable. The modifications which the bill for increafing 
the Allsiied Taxes has undergone, are numerous, and in 
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general judicious ; and are a proof that the moft perplexing 
difficulties yield to impartial and deliberative wifdom. 

One modification has not been noticed: At leaft, I have 
not feen it ftated in fo clear a manner as it might be ftated; 
and I will mention it, as not undeferving attention, if the 
bufinefs fhould ever te refumed in another form. Permanent 
income ariles either from the rent of land, or from the intereft 
of money, or from an annuity. The annuitants are very 
numerous in the kingdom.  Poffeffors of entailed eftates, 
widows with jointures, the bifhops and clergy, the judges, and 
poffefiors of patent places during life, the officers of the army 
and navy, and many others under different denominations, 
fuppoit themfelves upon property terminating with their lives. 
The lives of pofieflors ot annuities may, taking the old and 


the young together, be worth twelve years produce. An 
annuitant then, who has an income of 100], and no other 
property, is worth 1200), fo tha: ‘ ten h of his 
income, he pays an hundred = ut of his whole 
property. A perfon poffefled of zof 1001, arifing 
from a property of 2000), let out at an sitcicit of 5. percent. 


in paying a tenth of this income, pays a two hundredih part of 
his property. A peifon pofieffing an income of 100). arifing 
from land, in paying a tenth part of his income, pays (elti- 
mating land at thirty years purchafe) a three hundredth part of 
his property. Men, under thefe different defcriptions, pay 
equally, though their properties are unequal in the proportion 
of fix, ten, and fifteen. 

Much objection alfo has on all hands been made to the 
touching of the funds by taxation ; but I own that I do not fee 
any fufficient reafon why the property in the funds may not be 
asjuftly asany other property fubjeét to the difpofal of the 
Jegiflature. I make this obfervation with perfeét impar- 
tiality ; for a confiderable part of the little property I pofiefs 
is in thefunds. Parliament has pledged the nationto the pay- 
ment of the intereft of the money which has been borrowed, 
till the principal is paid off; but when the debt is become fo 
great that the rental of the kingdom will fcarcely pay the 
intereft of it, I do not fee any breach of contract, any want of 
equity in the legiflature of the country faying to the public 
creditor, “ The poffeflors of land are giving upa tenth, or a 
twentieth part of all they are worth for the public fervice— 
the pofleflors of houfcs, of ftock in trade, of mortgages and 
bonds, are doing the fame thing—what reafon can be given 
why you fhould be exempted? You plead the faith of Parlia- 
ment 
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ment—Be it fo! Parliament preferves its faith with yeu: For 
if Parliament fhould with one hand pay you your principal, it 
might lay hold of it with the other, and make you as liable as 
other men poflefiing money, to pay your proportion ; and does 
it not come to the fame thing, whether your whole principal is 
paid, anda portion of it is taken back again, or whether your 
principal be diminithed by that portion, and you receive the 
itipulated interett, till the remainder is difcharged ?”” 

Frederick II. in {peaking of France about twenty years 
ago, oblerved, that tuere were three things. which hindered 
France from reafluming that afcendancy in the affairs of 
Europe which fhe had pofleifed, from the time of Henry IV. 
the enormity of her debt; exhaulted refources; and taxes 
multiplied in an exceflive manner, The two laft are the 
offspring of the firft ; but the Monarch’s obfervation is appii- 
cable to every other nation under the fame circumftances, and 
to ourfelves as wellastootherse If we pay our debt by judi-« 
cious inftalments, we (hall neither run the rifk of the govern- 
ment being troken up as it was in France, by the difcontents 
of the people, and an inability to goon; nor fhall we cripple 
our commerce by the high price of labour and provifions : Nor 
fhall we be Gepopulated by emigrations to America or France 3 
but we thall preferve the importance we pofiefs in Europe, and 
renovate tie firength and vigour of the body politic. 


A. - = Se Se —_— 


Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macariney /o China. 


(Continued ji om Page go.) 


EFORE the fquadron could arrive at the Gulf of Pekin, 
they had to fail through about ten degrees of latitude and 
fix of longitude, and that in a fea in which no European had 
hitherto penetrated, Chu-fan being the utmott boundary of 
their nautical refearches. The fhips were now under the 
guidance of two experienced pilots, well acquainted with the 
coaft ; and being furnifhed with {cientific men ready to feize 
and note down every ufeful information, it was no tr: ing ad~ 
vantage accruing to the embafly to have been the caufe of ex- 
ploring, without rifk, a tract fo extentive and important. 

The Yellow Sea is bounded by China, Tartary, and the 
peninfula of Corea. The great Whang-ho, or Yellow River 
of China, difembogues itfelf into this fea, carrying with it ia 
its 
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its circuition, a vaft quantity of yellowifh mud, from which 
circumftance it derived its name. 

The pilot being upon deck, looked with aftonifhment at 
the manceuvres of the fhip, and the alacrity of the feamen in 
preparing her for fea. He had brought with him a compafs, 
but no chart, nor any inftrument for taking an obfervation, 
They do, fometimes, carry with them roegh drafts of their 
intended track, fketched out or engraved upon the back of an 
empty gourd, its globular form correfponding, in fome degree, 


tothe rotundity of the earth, But as the Cuinefe feas are- 


narrow, and every where interfe&ted with iflands, they have 
lefs occafion for charts, and they depend chiefly on the polarity 
of the needle. 

The compafs, however, is in univerfal ufe among them, 
Their magnetic needles are feldom made longer than an inch, 
nor thicker than a line, or the twelfth part of aninch. They 
are poifed fo nicely, or tickli/oly in the box, as to be moved by 
the fmalleft change of pofition towards the weft or eaft of it. 

The thips being ready, they ftood out a confiderable dif- 
tance from land, having previoufly taken their departure from 
the Ife of Patch-cock, whole latitude is twenty-nine degrees 
twenty-two minutes north, and longitude a hundred and 
twenty degrees fifty-two minutes caft. They entered the 
Yellow Seaon Tuelday the gth of July, in dark cloudy wea- 
ther. Vaft quantities of ycliowifh-brown mud were ditturbed 
by the fhip’s motion through the water, when they were failing 
in about fix fathoms, as appeared in the fhips’ wakes at a cone 
fiderable diftance. 

Onthe morning of the roth of July, being in from thirty 
to thirty-feven fathoms water, they difcovered the iflands of 
Tchin- fan, and Shoo-tong-yeng, which bore about north-welt 
by weft, diftant nine or ten leagues. A heavy {well fet from 
the ealtward, accompanied in the morning by thick, hazy 
weather 5 in the aiternoon by light airs. 

Light winds and calms in the fore part of the next day; 
foundings at noon thirty-fix fathoms. Towards evening, a 
breeze {prang up from the fouthward. At five in the morne 
ing, defcried two new iflands called Pa-tcha fan, and Te- 
tchong. 

Friday the rath of July, the wind, at the beginning of this 
nautical day, was at fouth, fometimes fouth-eait, attended by 
a thick fog, which increafed much in the morning. The 
foundings trom thirty-fix decreaied, fuddenly, to feventeen 
fathoms, with grey fand at the bottom; a circumftance, the 
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pilot obferved, that indicated they were then oppofite to the 


province of Kiang-nan. Guns were fired, during the fog, 
to keep the {quadron together; notwithftanding, the Hindot+ 


tan loft company. 
Saturday the 13th, the weather being foggy, the lead was 


he wind was feuth-eait.——At fhort iaterva 


caft every hour, t ls 
the fog cleared up. 

S: nday the 14th of July, the wind as yefterday ; but the 
fog was difpelled. Several junks were obferved this morning 
ftetring different courfes. Land birds alfo made their ap- 
pearance; and fea weed and bamboos were perccived floating 
upon the water, indications of approxi vating the land. The 
Hindoftan, it afterwards appeared, had this day falien in with 
the Endeavour brig, belonging to the Eaft India Company, 
commanded by Captain Proctor, on board which veflel was a 
young man, mafter of the Spanifh and Chinefe languages, 
who meant to offer himfelf as an additional interpreter to the 
embafly. 

Monday the 15 th, alternate foggy and clear weather ; the 
wind foutherly, “Che Hindoftan, ia clear intervals, perceived 
a {mall conic-formed ifland, called by the pilot Ka-té-noo 
and on the next day thecraggy promontory of Shan tung, and 
a (mall ifland to the fouthward of thiss—An inconfiderable 
current was here obferved to fet to the northward. ‘The lone 
gitude ef this place was afcertained to be a hundred and twen- 


epeee degrees forty-five minutes cait, and latitude thirty-five 
degrees ten minutes north. Phe courfe which the Lion 
ficered from this place was weit by compals, tili fhe reached 


the latitude of thirty-fix degrees twenty minutes north, Here 


the foundings leflened fuddenly from aan to fourteen, and 
even tweive fathoms, having a fandy bottom. 

On Tuefday the 16th, the fame ifland which the Hindoftan 
de(cried in the north-eaft, appeared at the fame time from the 
Lion to the north-weit, fe being tothe ealtward of i 

On Wednelday the age of July, the whole fquadren again 
joined company. Two capes or headlands were this day ‘die 
covered, hele, with the ifland jait noticed, lying in the 
track from the fouthward to the Guif of Peking being likely 
tobe the firft iflands made, their exact fituations were alcere 
tained, and the following names given to them by Sir Erafmus 
Gower. 

North latitude of Cape Macartney 36° 54’ 
Eat longitude 122 12 by fun and acon 
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North latitude of Cape Gower 36° 57’ 

Eaft longitude 122 15 by tun and moou 

———- 122 23 by time piece. 
North latitude cf Staunton’s Iland 36 47 
Eaft longitude 122 = by fun and moon 
- 122 17 by time piece. 

There was an inlet within Cape Macartney, where feveral 
fall craft were feen lying at anchor, This cape may be 
eafily known, if it is brought to bear north-north-eaft to 
north-weft, by a fingular appearance of fix pointed peaks. 

A reef of rocks ran out from aneck of land near Cape 
Gower, which appeared to have a compaét harbour. ‘The 
entrance to it was between the Cape, and the reef juft men- 
tioned. A confiderable number of veflels were defcried 
within the harbour, and a pretty large town behind it. 

Thurfday the 18th, eaiterly wind with fogs. Another fpa- 
cious harbour was perceived this afternoon, full of junks. 
The following day was hazy; the wind from eaft-fouth eatt 
to north ; but athick fog coming on about midnight, the 
fhips lay to. Onclearing up the next morning, they found 
themfelves clofe to a fmail rocky ifland. From hence the 
fquadron made fail along the coaft in various directions, till 
they got into the bay of Ki-fan-feu. “The harbour of Mi-a- 
tau was in an ifland, diftane fifteen leagues farther to the weft- 
ward, though the latitude differs but a few miles only to the 
northward, 

The bay of Ki-fan-feu is very fpacious, extending about 
ten miles from eaft to weft, and nearly the fame dittance from 
north to fouth. It is theltered from every wind except from 
eaft-north-eaft to eaft fouth-eatt, the direction of the entrance 
into it.— There are two harbours within this bay; one at the 
back of a high bluff point, called Zeu-a-tau ; the other, on 
the fouth-caft of the bay, on a projecting flip of land, by the 
mouth of a river, called Ya-ma-too. 

The fquadron remained one day in this bay, having procured 
new pilots; bat on Sunday the 21ft of July, they made fail 
through the paflage between Cape Zeu-a tau and the ifland, 
keeping rather clofer to the former than the Jatter.— There 

was a bay, a little to the weftward of the moft northerly point 
of Zeu-a-tau, in which feveral veilels were feen to enter. 
This has been laid down by fome miffionaries as a fate and 
convenient harbour.—After clearing the eaft point, they tteered 
a courfe from worth to north-weft, keeping the coait pretty 
well on board. On the evening they hauled round a pro- 
6 jetting 
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jeMing head land, which, with a bluff point due welt from 
this, diftant about cight miles, form the entrance of Tene 
choo-foo- bay, in which the {quadron anchored in feven fa- 
thoms water. 

The anchorage being foul, by reafon of fhells and hard 
ground, the Clarence was immediately ordered to proceed to 
Mia-a-tqu to examine its harbour. In the interim an offiter 
was fent to the Governor of Ten-choo-foo, to notify the are 
rival and purport of the fquadron; who, when he heard the 
Embafilador was on board the: Lion, inftantly fent off a pre« 
fent of freth provifions, and fome fruit, and went afterwards 
in perfon to compliment his Excellency. ‘The Governor had 
a numerous trainof attendants, one of whom difplayed on the 
quarter-deck, an inftance of the moft abject fervility, to the 
great furprize of the Englith fpeCtators, He had occafion to 
communicate fomething to the Governor as he pafled along 
the deck, and he inftantly threw himfelf upon his knees, and 
remained in that degrading pofture all the time he was talking 
with him. The Governor’s countenance was not the leaft 
moved, and it was eafy to perceive, that it was the ufual mane 
ner in which he was accofted. 

The Gqgernor did not fail to invite the Embaffador and his 
fuite, in the’moft prefling manner, to entertainments and plays 
on fhore. He wifhed for an opportunity of fhewing his Ex- 
cellency, on a {mall fcale, what a magnificent reception was 
preparing for him by his Sovereign azaintt his arrival at the 
Court of Pekin. 

To a nation like the Chinefe, among whom fubordination 
in the various ranks and degrees of fociety is obferved with 
unremitting ftrictnefs ; who look up to the throne with the 
profoundeft veneration, and whofe minds were about to be im- 
prefled, from the imperious example of their Sovereign, with 
the highelt degree of confideration for the Englith nation, 
heretofore held, if not in contempt, at leaft in difefteem, it 
was a matter of the higheft importance, that the individuals 
who compofed the embafly, fhould adopt fuch a cautious and 
circumfpective conduét as fhould avoid giving offence where 
it was fo ealily taken; and alfo endeavour to root out their 
prejudices, and conciliate their efteem, by exampies of civie 
lity, courtefy, and moral rectitude. 


(To be continued.) 
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Intercfling Defcripiion of the indigent Situation of Mrs, 
Charke, daughter of the. celebrated Colley Cibber. 


[From White’s Collection of Poems, Letters, Anecdotes, &c.] 


eS. the elder, had a daugher named Charlotte, who 
alfo took to the {tage ; her fubfequent life was one con- 
tinued feries of misfortune, aml: tions, and diftrefs, which fhe 
fometimes contrived a little to alleviate by the productions of 
her pen. 

About the year 1755, fhe had worked upa novel for the 
prefs, which the writer accom panied his friend the bookfeller 
to hear read; fhe was at this time a widow, having been 
married to one Charke, a mufician, long fince dead. Her 
habitation was a wretched thatched hovel, fituatee on the way 
to Iflington, in the aie of Clerkenwell- bridewell, not very 
diftant from the New River head, where at that time it was 
ufual for the fcavengers to leave the cleanfings of the ftreets, 
and the priefts of Cloacina to depofit the offerings from the 
temples of that all-worfhipped power. The night preceding a 
heavy rain had fallen, which rendered this extraordinary feat of 
the mufes almoft inacceflible, fothat in our appreach we got 
our white {tockings inveloped with mud up tothe very calves, 
which furnifhed an appearance much in the prefent fafhionable 
ftyle of half-boots, 

We knocked at the door (not attempting to pull the latch 
ftring) which was opened by a tall, meagre, ragg ged figure, 
with a blue apron, indicating, what elfe we might have doub — 
the feminine gender. A perfe& model for the copper captain 
tattered landlady ; that deplorable exhibition of ‘the fair fex, in 
the comedy of Rule a-Wife.. .She with a torpid voice and 
hungry {mile defired us to walk in. 

The firit obje& that prefented itfelf was a drefler, clean, it 
mutt be confefled, and furnifhed with three or four coarle delf 
plates, two brown platters, and underneath an earthen pipkin 
and a black pitcher with a fnip out of it. To the.right we 
perceived and vowed tothe milirefs of the manfion fitting on 
a maimed chair under the mantle piece by a fire, merely 
fufficient to put us in mind of tlarving. On one hob fat a 
monkey, which by way of welcome chatiered at our going in; 
onthe other a tapby cat, of melancholy aipeci ! and at our 
author’s feet on the flounce of her dingy petticoat reclined 
a dog, aimott a ikcleioa ! he saved bis tiagged head and 
eagerly 
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eagerly ftaring with his bleared eyes, faluted us with a fnarl. 
“ Have done, Fidele! thefe are friends.” The tone of her 
voice was not harfh; it had fomething in it humbled and dif- 
confolate; a mingled effort of authority and pleafure—Poor 
foul ! few were her vifitors of that defcription—no wonder the 
creature barked !—A magpie perched at the top rang of her 
chair, not an uncomely ornament ! and on her lap was placed 
a mutilated pair of bellows, the pipe was gone, an advantage 
in their prefent office ; they ferved as a fuccedaneum for a 
writing defk, on which lay dilplayed her hopes and treafure, the 
manu(cript of her novel, 

Her ink-ftand was a broken tea-eup, the pen worn to a 
ftump ; fhe had but one! A rough deal board with three 
hobbling fupporters was brought for our convenience, on 
which without farther ceremony we contrived to fit down and 
entered upon bufinefs—The work was read, remarks made, 
alterations agreed to, and thirty guineas demanded for the copy. 
The fqualid handmaiden, who had deen an attentive liftener, 
ftretched forward her tawny length of neck with an eye of 
anxious expectation !—The bookéeller offered, five !—Our 
authorefs did not appear hurt; difappointments had rendered 
her mind callous ; however fome altercation enfued. This 
was the writer’s firft initiation into the myfteries of bibliopo- 
lifm and the ftate of authorcraft. He, feeing both fides 
pertinacious, at length interpofed, and at his inftance the wary 
haberdalher of literature doubled his firft prepofal with this 
faving provifoe, that his friend prefent would pay a moiety and 
run one half the rifk ; which was agrecd to, Thus matters 
were accommodated, feemingly to the fatisfaction of all 
parties 5 the lady’s original ftipulation of fifty copies for her- 
felf being previoufly acceded to. 

Such is the ftory of the once-admired daughter of Colley 
Cibber, poet laureat and patentee of Dury- lane, who was 
born in = sas and educated with care and tendernefs, her 
fervants in livery, and a fplendid equipage at her command, 
with {warms of time-ferving {ycophants officiouSty buzzing in 
her train 5 yet unmindful of her advantages and improvide ont 
in her purfuits, the finifhed the career of her miferable exift- 
ence on adunghill. 

The account given of this unfortunate woman is literally 
correct in every particular, of which, except the circu: nftance 
of her death, tie writer himfelf was an eyc-witnels. 
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PLAN fr a NEW THEATRE, 


HE following {quib at the prefent rage for building large 
theatres, is worth prelerving. 

The defe&s in our prefent theatres, are their being too 
fmall, the confequence of which is, that \the voices of the 
ators come to the ears of the audience with the force of a 
cannon; and even one of Mr. Kemble’s whiipers has the 
effe&t of a demiculverin at the very back of the gallery: Anos 
ther confequence is, that the audience, particularly thofe io the 
upper gallery, are brought fo near to the ftage, that inftcad of 
feeing as they ought to fee, they in faét fee too much, being 
eafily able to mark the ftreaks of red and white upon the faces 
of the actors and actreiles, by which all the perfpective etfect 
of painting is deftroyed. 

The company in general ia the pit and boxes are fo near 
each other, that opera glafles are totaily unneceflary, and a 
gentleman inthe upper boxes may whilper an affignation toa 
lady in the fartheft part of the pit, without the leait fear of dee 
tection. This crowding of the audience together, without any 
vacant {pace oetween the fides of the houfe, together with the 
lownefs of the ce:ling, which makes the pit and the one 
fhilling gallery almoft meet, hasa very unpleafant effet to 
the eye. 

The idea of the writer of this, is, toconftru€ a theatre on 
a mott extenfiveand magnificent (cule, and the place might be 
Hounflow Heath, extending in a grand range from Smaijberry 
Green to between the tenth and eleventh mile {tone, that is 
within a fhort diftance of Cranford-bridge. The ftage ought 
not to be Icfs than half a mile in breadth, and a mile and a 
half in depth. ‘The advantage of thefe dimenfions mutt be 
very obvious, particularly in Macbeth, Richardthe Third, and 
other places where whole armics engage. 

Initead of having a dozen fcene-thifters engaging with as 
many Carpenters, which is the whole of the prefcent dramatic 
art-military, two or three of the regiments quartered in the 
neighbourhood, might be marched into the theatre at a very 
fmall expence. Befides, according to thefe proportions of the 
ftage, the galleries could not be more than three quarters of a 
mile from any part of the performers, which would give 
them .as good an opportunity of hearing and fecing as they 
could expeci, 

For the boxes, they ought not to be conftructed in the 
prefent inconvenicnt form, but more refembling thofe in the 
operas 
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opera-houfe, that is, feparated by partitions one from the other, 
and each box furnifhed with chairs, tables, a good cellaret, 
with refrefhaments, &c. ‘The fize of each box need not exceed 
that of the great room atthe Crown and Anchor; but they 
may be of different fizcs, to fuit lefler or greater parties. The 
inconvenience complained of in our theatres, of the galleries 
being too near the boxes, would be effectually removed here, 
as the neareft point of contact between them, could not be 
lefs than half an hour’s walk, 

The prices of admiffion fhould never be lefs than a guinea, 
to the cheapeft part of the houfe; and to fecure an extra- 
fund for various purpoles, there might be two turpikes, one at 
each end of the theatre. The pertormers’ falaries might allo 
be proportioned to the other expences of the houfe. A good 
actrels, if a modeit woman, mig.t have 500). per night, aad if 
in keeping, about four times that fum ! 





4 DEFENCE of CURIOSITY. 


To the EDITOR. 
SIR, 
FTER all the fine things that have been faid in favour 
A of what is called a proper curiofity, it is furprifing to 
me that men fhould net perceive that a// curiciity is proper.— 
And why ? Firft, becaute it is natural, and therefore we cannot 
help it; and fecondly, becaule it is pleafant, and therefore we 
would not help it if we could. Blefs me! Sir, it would be 
the moft cruel thing in the world to deprive us of curiofity.— 
Confider the fituation of a poor woman, mewed up at home, 
while her hufband is gadding abroad and employing his cu- 
tiofity upon every object within his reach; what is the todo, 
and how employ her time ? How is her mind ta be employed, 
for idleneis of the mind, [ bave often heard, leads toall manner 
of wickednefs? Perhaps, you will fay, fue may employ her 
mind very ufefully, aud very con{tantly upon her own affairs, 
and the affairs of her houfehold ! Alas, Sir, how {mall a por= 
tion of time is fufficient for that purpofe; and then, Sir, has 
not one fervants to téke off the greater part of fuch cares ? 
And, befides, there is fuch a famenels in one’s domeftic mat- 
ters, that I verily believe no woman of any fenfe could live a 
weck upon them, were it not for a litthe dear curiotity, to 
know how other folks goon. Many of the lords of the cre 
ation, as they call thenifelves, I mean our huibands, complain 
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how dull home is, that their wives have nothing to fay, but 
yes and no, and that they muft go abroad to learn any thing. 

Now, Sir, be pleaied to attend to this, Itis a ferious charge, 
and ovght to be anfwered. I will grant that it is often a juft 
one, but where, pray, does the fault lie? It lies, Sir, at the 
door of thofe who with to reprefs the eagernefs of curiofity. 
Let their wives only make themfelves as well acquainted with 
their neighhours’ affairs as they are with their own, or, per- 
haps, in fome cafes, a Little better, and Vil warrant we {thall 
hear no complaints of their remaining mute and dumb in the 
prefence of their lords. Indeed, fome of them, who do allow 
their wives the full exercife of the privileges of curiofity, 
have often confefled to me that they are apt to talk rather too 
much than too little. However, that is an amiable weaknefs, 
and may be eafily cured. Lord! Sir, there is my hufband, 
who, I am told, is one of the fineft-fpoken men at all the clubs 
and coffee houfes, and entertains his company with innume- 
rable jokes and ftories—but where, do you think, he gets 
them ? Every one from myfelf. Sir, he would be nothing 
without me. He would be as dull as our “Squire, who never 
opens his mouth, but to fill it, and never affents to any thing 
that is faid, but by odding, nor {hows any diflike of his com- 
pany, but by falling afleep. 

And pray, Sir, if I were to afk whether you do not think 
that knowledge of the world is neceflary, would you not an- 
fwer in the affirmative ? Well, then, and pray where is this 
knowledge of the world to be got, and what is it, but a know- 
Iedge of what other people are doing, and how they do it? 
This cannot be acquired, I am {ure you will agree with me, 
unlefs by the long, laborious, and unremitting exercife of cu- 
riofity. Now, Sir,if 1 wantto know all thofe little particu 
lars, which, joined and connected together, form a proper 
knowledge of the world, what is it tome, from whom i acquire 
this ufeful knowledge? I can get fomething from the chandler’s 
fhop, fomething at the butcher's, fomething from the barber 
when he fhaves my hufband, and fomething from the curate 
when he tens my child, Nay the blind man at the cor- 
ner, and Molly, the oyfterwoman, may all be ferviceabie in 
their way. 

No anxious enquirer after truth (and, you know, that is 
always our object) cares one farthing where he gets his knowe 
ledge, provided ne does get it. A philofopher would be a 
pretty blockhead, indeed, if he would not read any copy of 
Sir Ifaac Newton that was not richly bound and gilt; and a 
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udge would bea ftill greater blockhead who would require, 
that in all cafes the witnefles fhou!d appea in velvet fuits 
richly embroidered, and with bag s and {words. I make thefe 
rcinarks becaufe fome perfons glas nee rather fneeringly at fome 
of thofe fources of intelligence to which we curious, people 
are often indebted for our beft information. J have often got 
that from a cookmaid, which I could not get from her lac y= 
dyfhip, and would I not have been a prec ious fool to r: 
any thing very neceflary and important, mereiy becaule oo 
informant did not wear rich eed As well might I rejeé 
Dr. Bolus’s preicriptions, becaufe he does not fend them home, 
like corporation-freedoms, in gold boxes, or bottles with cnae 
melled floppers. 

Now, Sir, to proceed a little farther. No perfon, I Ms Pes 
will doubt that curi iofity is natural, and it is natural becaufe 
itis born with us, and becaufe (for that would not be enough) 
it never dics withus. It is parti cularly confpicuous in elderly 
petfons of both fexes, ef; pecially if they happen, by fome ac- 
cident or other, to live alone. It indeed fupplies the place 
of wife and family, for if a perfon can be as much interefted 
in what happens in another perfon’s family, as if they were 
bis own, why » Sir, they are his own to all intents and purpofes, 
If I walk in my lord’s park, and enjoy all the beauties of it, 
what more can he co? All the difference between us is that 
he can pues a picce of parchment, perhaps as long as an 
avenue, and J fay, ** All this is mine,” and | can fay, © Ail 
this is tor my ule, becaufe it cc tribute sto my pi afure.’” 

Having thus proved that it is natural, it will not be dificult 
to prove that it is alfo very good, for what is natural muft be 
good. It fhows a very philanthropic difpofition, a zeal for 
the good of others; for, Sir, what inducement can any one 
have to inquire into the affairs of another but todo them good? 
For example, if I am particularly anxious to know what my 
neighbour has for dinner, cr what company are to dine with 
him, it muft be entirely with the intention of cautionir ng him 
againft extravagance, if [I find that there have been any {ymp- 
toms of it at his table, and againft improper company, if i 
find he bas invited any, whom he does not know quite fo well 
asmylelf, You fee plainly, Sir, 7 can have no other object 
forit. It is juft as if L looked aut at my window, and into 
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the information, yet it muft be confefled he owes it to that 
curiofity, which direled my eyes to his houf:. 

I remember old Mrs. Pry, who lived formerly in London, 
The ftreet was rather narrow, and fhe made it a practice every 
night juft before going to bed, to infpe& the oppofite houfes, 
What was the confequence ? I heard the good old woman fzy, 
that by this precaution, in lefs than three years fhe had dif- 
covercd feven fires, detected five intrigues, and prevented ten 
elopements, and fix burglaries. Yet, I'll warrant, few perfons 
would have given her thanks for all thefe fervices, rendered to 
the community at large, and to families in particular. And 
as fome of your readers may be learged, I will give them a line 
from one of my fon’s {chool-books, which I peeped into the 
other day, and which ought to be {poken of cwris/ity in gene- 
ral. Homo fum, et nihil hominis alienum a me puto; that is, I 
ama man, and concerned about the affairs of all mankind, 
How valuable a character ! This is the foundation of univer- 
fal philanthropy ; this is what conftitutes a citizen of the world, 

Hoping you will approve of my conduct, I remain your 
very humble fervant, 


PRISCILLA WAKEFUL. 





Ox IDLEN.ESS. 
DLENESS (fays the learned Lord Monboddo) is the 
fource of almoit every vice and folly; for a man who 
does not know whet to do, will do any thing rather than 
nothing ; and I maintain, that the richeft man who is haunted 
by that foul fiend (as it may be called) is a much more un- 
happy man than the day-labourer, who earns his daily bread 
by the fweat of his brow, and who therefore only fabmiis to 
the fentence pronounced upon our firft parents after their fall, 
and which, if it be underftood (as 1 think it ought to be) of 
the labour of the mind, as well as of the body, we mutt all 
fubmit to, or be miferable if we donot. And accordingly thofe 
who have nothing to do endeavour to fly from themfelves, and 
many fly from the country and go abroad for no other reafom 
Frujira, nam comes fatra petit fequiturque fugacem, 
*Gainft the foul fiend what can relief afford ? 
Our bed he climbs, participates our board 5 
Fly as we may o’er earth’s extenlive round 
He follows ftill, and at our heels is found, 
From his fell looks each joy a blaft acquires, 
And life iticlf beneath his grafp expires. 
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Anfiver, by Oedipus, of Yeovil, to I. Salter’s dnagram, injerted 
November 20. 


EEL furely is the dance you mean, 
Tranfpos’d then LEER is clearly feeng _ 
A letter change, tran{pofe with care, . 
To REEF the main-fail twill declare, 

*§*.We have received the like anfwer from W.. Hoare, 
and J. Gidley, of Dean Prior; W, Bickham, junior, and a 
young lady of Afhbuiton; J. D. of Sydling; and G, Hazell, 
of Barnitaple. 





4A CHARADE, by F. D. of Sydling. 


Y firft, the chief fupport of man, 
Without my aid e’en life would fail; 
My next in vifion Jofeph faw, 
Ditpieas’d his brethren heard the tale ; 
My whole makes glad the farmer’s heart, 
And to each {wain new joys impart. 








4 CHARADE, by ¥. Gidley, of Dean Prior. 


WHEN high the foaming furges rife, 

And pointed rocks appear, 

*Tis then my firft doth read the fkies— | 
Think on the failor’s fear. 


When thieves are unto juftice brought, 
And to the gaol confign’d, 

My fecond doth affiftance lend 
Thofe villains to coofine. 


Amazing fcene! to view my whole 
Wohereever it doth ftrike; 
With fear and dread it fills the foul, 
And fhews our Maker’s might. , 





A CHARADE, & S. S. 


Y firft (too oft the fool’s pretence ) 
Psociaims a right of precedence. 


Vou XXXI, S My 
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My next in holy writ you’ll trace, 
Thename of an illuftrious place: 

The human mind is fo precarious, 

My whole’s effe&s are ftrange and various. 





s 
4 QUESTION, by H. Late of Bruton. 


IVEN the difference between the bafe and hypothenufe 
of a right angled triangle, whole fides are in arithmetical 


progreflion=6 feet: Required thole fides? 




























4n ENIGMA, by Oedipus, of Yeovil. 


E who the veil remove, and bring to light 
Each myftic thing that’s hid from common fight, 

My theme difclofe ; 1’m of no vulgar name, 
Produc’d by genius, and ally’d to fame ; 
The child of joy! 1 much mirth can create, 
Yet thew the widow’s and the orphan’s ftate, 
Like bats I court the night, and always fhun 
The piercing rays of the meridian fun; 
When eve’s chafte hour o’erwhelms the filent glade, 
And fills the mind with awe, the world with fhade, 
’ Tis then I take my ftand with heroes bold, 
Who’ve dar’d Arabia’s heat, and Zembla’s cold ; 
With princes in my train I’m olten feen, 
And oft fhew Phoebe tripping o’er the green. 


Grand fleets at fea, and armies on the land, 
Behold me fhow before a friendly band 5, 
In great and {mall I deal; the high and low 
I often pleafe—e’en when I ftrike the blow, 
Which robs fair virtue of her only friend, 
And guards the villain even to his end; 
Yet ftrange to tell, and myftic tho’ it feem, 


I reprefent the Kin, ngs and oftentimes the Queen, 





ons i’ ae ae, a ad ‘ns Ps, of cc) 
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*4* On account of the very great length of the papers relative 
to the late unfuccefiful negociation with France, we muft, at leaft 
for the prefent, decline inferting them, as we think they will prove 
too dry and unintere/ting to the generality of our readers. 


re) POETRY, 
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Lines to the Memory of the gallant Captain Burgefs, who was 
killed OGtober 11, 1797, in that ever-memorable Engagement 
between the Englifh. and Dutch Fleets, which ended in a com 
pleat Viétory over the Dutch, 


LAS! why mourns Britannia’s favour’d ifle ? 
Why fits pale grief upon each patriot-brow ? 
Why does our Gracious Monarch ceafe to {mile, 
Whofe check e’er beam’d diffulive joy but now: 


What caufe for grief, let trembling nations fay ? 
Are we not lords and fov’reigns of the main? 

On us fair vitt’ry thine s, with brilliantray, 2 
Whiift fhame pervades proad Holland, France, and Spain. 


Then hufh thofe fighs! thofe doleful founds of woe! 
Let fear no more the grateful heart deprefs, 

Since we have pocr’d deitruction on the foe ; 
Since we are by the God of Navies blett! 


But ftill foft pity claims affeétion’s tear ! 
Ah! yet awhile the heavenly maid muft reign— 
For gallant Burgefs never more will cheer— 
Alas! he’s number’d with the valiant flain. 
Swift as the lightning’s glare, when thunders roar, 
The death-wing’d builet flew, and laid him low ; 
Whole fate each generous Briton wili deplore, 
While life’s warm current thro’ each vein fhall flow. 


Fearlefs of death, the bleeding hero cry’d, 
Kre the latt {park of gaiping life was flown: 

*¢ Fighton my lads,and be your country’s pride !” 
Thus cheer’d his men, and died without a groan. 


Honour’s mott pleafing form in him was feen ; 
Valour intrepid {way’d his dauntlefs breatt ; 

Combin’d with gentleit mercy’s radiant beam, 
That feels for toes encompafs’d with diltrefs. 


Fain would my mufe thy deathlefs praife rehearfe— 
But, ah! fhe faints beneath the arduous tafk ; 
To fing thy worth in never-fading verie, 
A Milton’s or fome ange!’s mule doth afk. 


But long, ah long! thy memory will be dear 
To thofe whofe hearts beat hig for Britain’s weal ; 




















i20 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


Yes, future ages fhall thy name revere, 
That feel the glowing flame of patriot zeal. 


F. HANCOCK. 


Exeter, November 27, 1797. 





For the Weexty ENTERTAINER. 





To S. G. on bis BIRTH-DAY. 


HO?’ winter reigns with rough, tyrannic fway, 
Blafting the flow’ret’s bloom and meadow’s pride : 
And chills with rudeft breath the genial ray, 
And ipreads his drear and baneful influence wide: 


Yet thall thy friend an artlefs chaplet twine, 
Of fimpieft hues thy birth-day to adorn; 
The with fincere, and ardent hope combine, 
And crown with fancy’s wreath thy natal morn. 
He bids the future years as happy prove, 
And full as blefs’d as thofe that were have been ; 
Each bring increafe of friendthip and of love, 
Nor one rude guit of frrow intervene. 
May virtue lead thee thro’ life’s chequer’d road, 
Still keeping in thy view Heav’n’s bielt abode ! 
P.M. J. 
Briftol, December 27, 1797. 





To the celebrated Broruers -1n-Law, 
JOHN DOE andRICHARD ROE. 
{rom the Pleader’s Guide. ] 


H“ happy pair! the glory, and the boaft, 
The ftrengch and bulwark of the legal holt, 
Like Sau! and Jonathan in friendfhip z:ied, 
Pleafant ye liv’d and undivided died ! 

While pillories thall yawn, whereerft ye ftood, 
And brav’d the torrent of o’erwhelming mud ; 
While gaming peers, and dames of noble race, 

Shall itrive to merit that exalted place ; 

While righteous fcriv’ners, who when Sunday fhines, 
Pore o’er their bills, and tura their noughts to nines, ; 
(Their unpaid bilis, which long have learn’d to grow 
Faiter than poplars on the banks of Po,) 

Freely fhall lend their charitable aid 

To young profcflors of the gambling trade; 

W hile writs fhali lait, and ufury thal! thrive, 

Your name, your honour, and your praife fhall live: 
Jailers thail tiie, and with Gum. bailiffs raife 
‘Pheir ison voices to record your praie; 

Whom law aniteJ, nor the grave can fever: 

** All hail Johan Doe, and Richard Roe for ever !” 
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